692                              THE     MEDICI

was towards the end of his life, which terminated at the a ire
of fifty-four; he wears a blue scarf over his armour, and a
large white collar in the fashion of the time, and holds in
his hand the baton denoting his office as Commander-in-
Chief of the army.

Cardinal Giovanni Carlo had the control of financial affair,
which he managed well. On being created a cardinal by Inno-
cent X he had resided for some years at Rome, whore after
being employed by the Pope in various capacities he \\as at
length sent to receive Queen Christina of Sweden, the daugh-
ter of Gustavus Adolphus, when in 1654 she renounced IVT
throne in consequence of becoming a Roman Catholic, and
came to settle in Rome. Innocent X, however, died in the
following year, being succeeded by Alexander VII (10^5-
1667), and the new Pope found that uthe society of young
prelates and Christina's attractions became so agreeable to
all parties"65 that he thought it desirable to appoint ;< audi-
nal of maturer years as Queen Christina's spiritual director,
and requested Ferdinand to recall Giovanni Carlo to Flor-
ence, he being considered by the Pope too young and hand-
*some for such an office. Like his younger brother Leopold,
Giovanni Carlo was a great collector of pictures and other
objects of art, and a keen assistant in every undertaking
entered upon by Ferdinand to promote the advancement of
Science, Literature, or Art. His fine portrait by Sustermans
in the Lucca picture-gallery depicts him in his dress as a
cardinal, and was taken when he was about thirty-three years
old. He has the long hair and curls usually associated in our
minds with the cavaliers of that period in England.

But the most capable of all the five brothers was the young-
est, Prince Leopold,00 who had the charge of political affairs,
but whose talents and enthusiasm in the cause of Art and
Science caused these latter subjects to be his principal sphere
of activity. It is strange that this eminently capable man,